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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/004292 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



j I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
1-1 which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



With regard to the dements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 4-12 

pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



1,2 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



11.03.2005 with the 
letter of 11.03.2005 
03.08.2005 with the 
letter of 27.07.2005 



the claims: 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



1-21 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

03.08.2005 with the 
received by this Authority on letter of 27.07.2005 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/6-6/6 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/0042 92 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) Claims 1~21 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 - 2 1 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1 ~ 2 1 


YES 


Claims 


NO 




2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




This report makes reference to the 


following 


documents : 




Dl: EP-A-0 774 736 (VDO SCHINDLING) 


21 May 1997 


(1997-05-21) 




D2: DE 195 45 537 A (YAZAKI CORP) 13 June 1996 


(1996-06-13) 





D3: EP-A-1 006 7 67 (OMRON Corp) 7 June 2000 
(2000-06-07) 



1. Independent claim 1: 

D3, which is considered to represent the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of independent claim 
1, discloses (the references in parentheses are to 
this document) : 



a housing (I, 10) with a battery holder (4-1) for 
fastening to the housing with a battery receiver 
(31, 32) formed as a constituent of a base body, 
with at least one fastening means (57, 58) for 
fastening the battery holder to the housing (10), 
wherein the fastening means is accessible only 
from the interior of the housing when the battery 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



holder is mounted on the housing. 



The fastening means (57, 58) is resilient and has 
at least one barb (58) which abuts an opposing 
edge (52) when the battery holder (4-1) is in the 
mounted state. 



The battery holder (4-1) in D3 is also detachable 
(figure 6) • 



See D3, figures 6 and 7 and paragraphs 41-57. 

The subject matter of claim 1 thus differs from 
the prior art document D3 in that the housing has 
a recess into which the battery holder is at least 
partly inserted, the base body of the battery 
holder has a bearing surface which, in the mounted 
state, at least partly abuts an outer face of a 
wall of the housing enclosing the recess and the 
fastening means is in the form of a resilient 
detent hook which extends outwards from the 
bearing surface into the interior of the housing. 

The subject matter of independent claim 1 is 
therefore novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 



The problem addressed by the present invention may 
therefore be considered that of ensuring that the 
battery is exchangeable from outside the housing 
and the battery holder is removable from the 
recess while at the same time the fastening means 
is accessible only from the interior of the 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



housing. 



The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 
of the present application involves an inventive 
step (PCX Article 33(3)), The reasons are: 

D3 discloses a housing in which the battery is 
exchangeable only from the inside of the housing. 

The housing in Dl comprises a battery holder which 
is fastened to the housing by means of ultrasound 
welding. This results in a more expensive 
production and installation process. 



2 . Dependent claims : 

Claims 2-21 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

1. Clarity: 



The following wording is used twice in claim 1 (see pages 
9-14) : 

"wherein the fastening means (5) is accessible only from 
the interior of the housing when the battery holder (2) 
is mounted on the housing (1)". 
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